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Honen Shonin's Sayings

The nembutsu that an onmyoji (yin-yang
diviner) called Awanosuke, of total illiteracy,
utters is not at all different from Genku’s (i.e.,
Honen’s).
(Shokoshonin Densetsu no Kotoba)
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Commentary

According to a certain interpretation, the word onmyoji is translated as uranaishi,
which means a fortune-teller. The two words, strictly speaking, have a little
different meanings but express broadly similar ideas. They denote formal officials
in a bureaucracy that was brought over from fifth or sixth century China at the
Tang period to Japan. In about the tenth century, there were folk beliefs in such
officials, one of whom was a man called Awanokue. He always committed evil acts.
However, one day he lost his way and felt that he would get lost in this way even
in this life and that he would really need some guide in the life to come. Then he is
said to have become a believer in Honen. In the above quotation, Honen said that
the man’s nembutsu and his own were by no means different. If the nembutsu was
what was uttered at human discretion, it would vary in quality from person to
person. But the nembutsu is uttered according to Amida Buddha’s Original Vow,
so, whoever may do it, there is no difference among their nembutsus. This really
proves to be true, but we humans want to find any differences among ours at any
cost. Isn’t this just our fate caused by human karma?

In the above quotation, Genku is Honen’s real name and Shoko is the second
successor of the Sect of the Pure Land.
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