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Honen Shonin's Sayings

If they confine themselves to discussing the
nembutsu considering themselves scholars called
“gakusho”, won't they have forgotten to say a
prayer to Amida Buddha?
(The Words Honen Always Said)




SRR HBIES B m L?t ﬁ

3m. E E ;ﬁ FRIRA I ERHUR

EANWE %2 LoD oD E b B iz

SBAHAES>T AR TV Y B
b Z oo X% LY F K
BhTtthcTmoTHRL
% S L TEHAL LK
DR F ox oz 2R O° %
i LS5 °+ & L T AES®
Tz TGk
T o@& 2 M DR
51 2h 204 9
oo nton T Az
TAH S22 213 ¥y
LT b Tt 0 &b
D W ®ET D = s
prZFEHE I EL P
ra o/ fhs 5 1A %
BORES oz & EE
TN ML R/ ;ztf
T b z2 v & ;L;‘L\
T h oD H 5‘)6
CHh W T b 2w Tﬁﬂﬁ
Aw+t "~ thRhpE
Mgz "¢ - 272 %
Lo af ~f o Do
AR B A S A
AR f%_g
S®m DA &bk > o P
k3> x2 kL 2 % & & B

Commentary

In those days, priests who pursued learning in large Buddhist temples or
universities were called “gakusho”. “Kotsu” in the original text means a character
or temperament, and, though it is not so good modern Japanese, I translated
“gakusho kotsu ni narite” into “gakusha butte”, which is translated into
“considering themselves scholars called “gakusho” in English.

The doctrine of the nembutsu proclaimed that if people recited the nembutsu
wholeheartedly, Amida Buddha saved them for their rebirth in the Pure Land.
That was all there was to it. However, they may have considered it to be too
simple, compared with other doctrines, and they, just like “gakusho kotsu”, began
to expound various teachings about it. In a little while those teachings seemed to
become main in the Pure Land Buddhism and, consequently, its essential practice
of uttering the nembutsu began to get lost. I think that was why Honen said the
words quoted above to warn them against it. I am inclined to think that humans
are theoretically minded.
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