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Honen Shonin's Sayings
High-ranking court nobles in the capital have
become believers in the nembutsu these many
years. But our mission to people in the countries
away from the capital has been carried out for
only a very short time. This mission has been my
long-cherished hope, but years have gone by
while I thought that the time would not have
come yet. This time, however, the hope has at
last been realized. I feel myself indebted to the
Imperial Court for this benevolence
(The words Honen said to his disciples during
his stay in Sanuki District)
Commentary

This quotes the words that Honen, 75 years of
age, uttered in February of Ken-ei 2 (1207)
when he was exiled to Shikoku for his disciples’s
sins and his crime of recommending the “senju
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nembutsu” (i.e., the nembutsu selected as the only practice for salvation). In such a
situation it would be common for a person concerned to deplore his misfortune, but
Honen accepted it as the Imperial Court's benevolence because he thought he was
given the opportunity to enlighten people in the countries. All humans cannot help
accepting their own courses in life, but it is important how they do so. I think that
Honen provided an example by his own action.

During the period of this exile, Honen preached to one of his disciples about the
significance of the nembutsu of “ikkou senju” (i.e., the nembutsu selected as the
only single-minded practice for salvation). At that time another disciple tried to
stop his preaching in a panic, saying that this significance itself had become a
reason for his exile, but Honen is said to have answered, “Even if I am executed, I
have to make this statement”. There have been no documents remaining which
show what he preached to whom.

As to its recording, no general documents of those days had any descriptions of
it. Considering that this was an event in which priests were executed or exiled,
record keepers of those days might have feared that even its recording alone would
lay curses on them later on. I thought that this was how some true facts in history
would disappear into darkness.
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