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Honen Shonin's Sayings

In general, Holy Path Buddhism teaches people
that they should attempt to seek wisdom all the
way and then free themselves from earthly
desires, whereas Pure Land Buddhism, that they
should attempt to bring themselves home to
their original ignorance and then attain their
birth in the Paradise. (from Daigo Edition of
the Biography of Honen Shonin)
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Commentary

It is good to try to discipline ourselves thoroughly in order to set ourselves free
from all delusions in the world. However, even if we repeatedly made the utmost
efforts to do so, we would not be able to attain such disillusionment so easily, only
to notice that we are nowhere near such an enlightened stage. It is not until we
have noticed it that we will fully realize Amida Buddha’s Original Vow, but even
such a full understanding still cannot be easily gained. The Original Vow is “a
doctrine difficult to believe” as was stated in the Sutra of Amida as well. In fact,
we have no choice but to think that we human beings find ourselves hard to help.
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