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Honen Shonin's Sayings

You recite the nembutsu since you cannot but
do evil things by nature. It is not the case that
you recite the nembutsu in order to be saved
safely even if you do evil things. You should
never have such a mistaken idea of the
nembutsu.
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Commentary

We very often think and act according to our theories. A theory, from the religious
point of view, can be said to correspond to “kyogaku”, that is, religious education and
learning. A theory is supposed to originate from the careful study of our own selves. In
the wrong way, however, a theory attributable to such a self-reflection can be a driving
force behind our thought and action from the beginning. The saying quoted above, I
think, warns those people not to have such a wrong-headed view. To put it plainly, they
give priority to a theory about humans depending on religious learnings over reflecting
on their own selves as they are.
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