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Honen Shonin's Sayings

This Pure Land Buddhism looks on bad people
as foremost recipients of salvation and extends a
helping hand toward good people. Holy Path
Buddhism looks on good people as foremost
recipients of salvation and extends a helping
hand toward bad people. (from Daigo Edition
of the Biography of Honen Shonin)
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Commentary

In the last issue, I commented on "Akunin Shoki Setsu", the doctrine of bad persons as
the very object of Amida Buddha's salvation, which was left on record in Daigo Edition
of the Biography of Honen Shonin. There are a great number of Honen's sayings of
that sort to be found in Daigo Edition. It is probably due to Honen's wish to drive this
religious thought home to people by all means. I will take up some of his religious
sayings below.

To begin with, let me explain here the phrase "Holy Path Buddhism" quoted above.
Honen divided all Buddhism into the two groups "Holy Path" and "Pure Land". Holy
Path Buddhism teaches that people should attempt to achieve spiritual enlightenment
by giving up all earthly desires in the present life, whereas Pure Land Buddhism
teaches that people should attain their birth in the Pure Land and then become
Buddhas there. Is it, however, really practicable at all to renounce these earthly
passions while in life? From this point of view, Buddhism can be divided into the
teaching that considers enlightenment in this life to be practicable and the one that
considers it to be impracticable.
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